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Across America old barns of all kinds are being imaginatively converted into new spaces in which to

live and work. They offer luxuries otherwise scarce at any price today - lofty spaces, sound and

intricate construction, and dramatic sunlight and shadow. With over 500 photographs, Lving Barns

shows how to get started in reusing these buildings of our past for homes or commercial buildings.

This book is an inspiring guide for adaptive restoration, including a survey of the types of barns

found across the United States and advice for salvaging barn timber and moving structures. A

stunning selection of residential and commercial projects -barns transformed into homes, studios,

offices, churches, community centers, theaters, art centers, motor lodges, and the like, are shown.

The barns featured range from those almost completely recycled by homeowners, to more

ambitious renovations by architects. By preserving barns - whether by reusing original wooden pegs

or by recalling the architectural forms in contemporary design - Living Barns shows how we can

reclaim a part of our country's heritage and, at the same time, share and honor the spirit that led our

ancestors to build with care and pride these unique and splendid structures. Originally published in

the 1970s, this classic book has been updated with color photographs, sure to be treasured by

architects and preservationists for generations to come.
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Ernest Burden began his career as an architect, with a strong desire for the preservation and



restoration of our built and natural environment. His training in architecture began at Rhode Island

School of Design, and later with pioneering architect Bruce Goff. While at O.U., he was a finalist for

the Prix de Rome in Architecture, and received the Senior Faculty Design Award. He has a Masters

of Architecture and Architectural Preservation degree. He was licensed as an architect in California

and New York, before abandoning it for a career as an author.

In 1979, Earnest Burden asked permission to photograph our barn in Pennsylvania for his upcoming

book..Living Barns..We were thrilled to be included.......does that sound a little house proud? When 

notified me of the new book that was to show new barns, as well as the 1979 ers, I thought I would

order. I was stunned when I opened the package and saw my barn on the cover. What a delight.....I

ordered a copy for each of my children. My barn is the small insert on the left. If you did not send out

suggestions based on previous orders, I surely would have missed it......Agnes Penque

This book is informative and offers some good advice. The photos are encouraging and nice to look

at.I would highly recommend this book to anyone interested in converting the wonderful open space

of a barn into a residence or use commercially.Thank you,Cheryl Erb
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